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Samuel Lasco
ELED 419 Critical Thinking Rainforest

Developing Critical Thinking:

Most of us are concerned with designing a course that will sharpen our students' thinking skills. In part, we accomplish this aim by presenting our students with interesting reading material, lectures, activities, and class discussions. As students read more and hear more, we reason, they will gain knowledge and discover new contexts for their ideas. They will also (we hope) come to think more critically. However, reading assignments and lectures by themselves do not insure that our students will improve their critical thinking skills. Many students read and listen passively, simply absorbing information. They do not reliably challenge the thinking of the writers they are reading - or of the professors they are listening to. Nor do they reliably use the material they read to challenge their own ideas.  
However, when students write, they cannot remain passive players in the learning game. Even the simplest writing task, such as a summary of an article, requires that students make important critical choices: What information is most important to this argument? What might be left out? More complex writing assignments ask students to make more difficult choices about a topic - choices that eventually bring them to the questions: "What is it that I think about this subject? How did I arrive at what I think? What are my assumptions, and are they valid? How can I work with facts, observations, inferences, and so on, in order to convince others of what I think?"

In order to help students answer these questions for themselves, I might want to employ critical thinking pedagogy in their classrooms. When I talk about critical thinking pedagogy, I am not referring simply to pedagogy that challenges my students to think and reason more carefully than they do. Nor am I referring to instruction in the fundamentals of argument. Rather, I am  referring to a particular system of teaching whose aim is to break down a student's critical thinking into discrete activities, and then to show students how to reflect carefully on each of these activities in order to sharpen their thinking skills. (Gocsik, 2004)



http://rainforestheroes.com/kidscorner/action/s01_seven.html 
Seven Steps Kids Can Take

1. Use less paper. Since most paper comes from trees, using less paper can help save the rainforests. Use recycled 100% post-consumer waste (PCW) paper whenever possible. Better yet, use tree-free paper. Tree-free paper uses no trees--it is made from plants like kenaf, or from farmers' leftovers like corn stalks and wheat straw. If paper is 100% PCW or tree-free, it will say so on the package. If it doesn't say "recycled" or "tree-free" that means it most likely isn't. You can ask your stationery store to carry tree-free paper, or call Vision Paper at (505) 294-0293 to find out where to get tree-free paper in your area. Remember to save paper by writing on both sides of the sheet, and by using half-sheets and scratch paper whenever you can. And remember to always recycle. 

Another way to use less paper is to use a lunch pail or canvas sack for your school lunches, and take a canvas bag to the grocery store instead of using a paper or plastic bag. Use cloth napkins at home and at school instead of paper napkins, and use cloth towels to dry your hands or wipe up spills instead of paper towels. If you must use paper napkins or towels, use only one at a time instead of grabbing a handful. 

2. Use less gasoline and plastic. Gasoline and plastic are two things that are made from petroleum, or oil. A lot of oil comes from the rainforests through a process called extraction. Since oil extraction is very harmful to the rainforests, using less oil products can help save the rainforests. Instead of using gasoline to drive somewhere in a car, ride your bike, walk, carpool, or take the bus whenever possible. Also make sure your family's car tires are inflated properly since low air in tires uses more gas than is necessary. 

Reduce the amount of plastic you use by choosing glass bottles and containers whenever possible and by re-using the plastic containers and bottles that you already have. If you have a plastic water bottle, do not throw it out and buy a new one. Instead, rinse it thoroughly and refill it again and again. 

3. Eat less red meat. One big reason rainforests are being destroyed is for beef. Millions of acres of rainforest are slashed and burned, which means that the land is set on fire in order to clear it. The cleared land is then turned into grass pastures for cows. These cows get butchered and are often sent to the United States to be put into fast-food hamburgers, frozen meat products, and canned pet food. For every quarter-pound fast-food hamburger that comes from the rainforest, 55 square feet of rainforest is destroyed. That is the size of a small kitchen! And that's just for one hamburger! 

When ordering food at restaurants, find items on the menu that do not contain beef. Ask your parents to help you create a list of healthy foods that you can eat at home that do not contain beef. When choosing pet food for your dog or cat, choose a flavor that isn't beef. By reducing the amount of beef you choose to eat, you are doing a lot to help save the rainforests! 

4. Fundraise for the rainforest! Raising money to help protect rainforest land is easy and important. You can join together with kids from your classroom or neighborhood to hold a popcorn or lemonade sale, a car wash, a rainforest play, a rummage sale, or to collect aluminum cans to recycle for cash. Another way to raise money for the rainforests is to just ask 5 or 10 people you know if they will give one dollar for the rainforests. If ten of you each ask five people for one dollar, you've just raised 50 dollars! Write to Rainforest Action Network for other ideas on how to fundraise for the rainforest. 

The money you collect can go to Rainforest Action Network's Protect-An-Acre program. This is a program that gives money to the native people that live in the rainforest so they can protect the land they live on. Since they've lived in the rainforest for thousands of years, they care very much about their rainforest home, and want to protect it from destruction. 

For every $25 or more Protect-An-Acre donation, you will receive a Protect-An-Acre certificate thanking you for helping protect rainforest land. Send donations to: RAN Protect-An-Acre, 221 Pine St. #500, San Francisco, CA 94104. Remember to include your name and address so we can thank you! 

Check out our list of fundraising activities for the rainforest!

5. Write a letter. Writing letters to the presidents of companies, or corporations, that destroy the rainforest is a very powerful thing to do. Unfortunately, there are many corporations that destroy the rainforest by logging the trees, drilling for oil, or using rainforest beef in their products. The RAN Kids' Corner always has ideas for a company to write, just see the Action Alert section. Tell the company that you care about the people and animals that live in the rainforests. See some letters that kids have written.

6. Educate yourself and others. Rainforests are magical places that are important to every living thing on earth. Whether we live in the city, country, mountains, or deserts, rainforests affect all of us. Learn more about the rainforests and why they are so magical and important. Keep checking out our website to get more information, or go to your local library for books on the rainforest. Check out our fact sheets. Tell your friends and family what you have learned about the rainforests and encourage them to join you in helping save them.

7. Keep in touch with RAN! Sign up to receive emails from RAN about how you can join other kids in the fight to save our rainforests! 





Save the Tasmanian Rainforest Earth Day Letter Drive!

Letters Due by Wednesday, May 3rd 
Rainforest Action Network has held our Earth Day letter drive annually for several years now. Letters from young people have made a big difference in helping to convince several companies to improve their environmental practices, including Home Depot, Boise Cascade, Citigroup and JPMorgan Chase. 





This years’ Earth Day letter drive is shining a spotlight on a really bad logging company called Gunns Ltd that is doing some terrible things in the temperate rainforests of Tasmania (a state of Australia that is an island to the south of the mainland).  Every day Gunns Ltd is clear-cutting the equivalent of 44 football fields of rainforest and other old growth forests with some of the tallest trees in the world and turning them into woodchips to make paper. They are then burning everything that’s left and planting rows of a single species of tree. This is like replacing an old growth forest with a field of corn. Gunns Ltd also uses a super-toxin banned in most countries in the world to poison animals around their plantations. This is a very cruel practice that kills hundreds of thousands of animals every year. Meanwhile, 85% of Australians would rather see these old growth forests protected. 








Letters from students can help us deliver the message to Gunns Ltd that their actions in Tasmania are barbaric and unacceptable. We need Rainforest Heroes to help make this happen! Please download the letter-writing packet, write a letter to Gunns Ltd CEO John Gay and send all letters to us by Wednesday, May 3rd to:

            Tracy Solum
            Rainforest Action Network
            221 Pine Street, Suite 500
            San Francisco, CA 94104

We’ll have your letters personally delivered to Gunns Ltd by kids in Tasmania that want to see the forests in their home protected! If you plan to send in letters, please let us know at tsolum@ran.org. Together we can help save the amazing forests of Tasmania. Thank you for getting involved!


 
SAMPLE LETTER

Gunns Ltd, Please Stop Turning Old Growth Forests into Woodchips and Hurting the Animals of Tasmania
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Mr. John Gay
CEO

Gunns Ltd

Dear Mr. Gay,

My name is ______, I am in the ______ grade. I want to ask your company, Gunns Ltd, to stop clear-cutting old growth forests in Tasmania and turning them into woodchips. I read that you destroy 44 football fields of these forests every day. It doesn’t make any sense to take amazing trees that are 400 years old and as tall as skyscrapers and cut them into tiny pieces to make paper. That’s a huge waste! I have learned that your company also uses fire to kill everything left after you cut down the forest. Then you plant rows of just one species of tree. How can you wipe out amazing old growth forests and turn them into something that is more like a field of corn? Is that really necessary just to make paper? Not only that, I have learned that your company gives poisoned carrots to animals. This makes me sad because it is so cruel. How can you do this?

Please think about the things you are doing. There is no reason why Gunns Ltd has to clear-cut rainforests and hurt animals just to make paper. Those forests were around for a long time before you were born. Don’t you think they should be around for future generations as well? Please think about my future and the future of kids in Tasmania and stop destroying old growth forests.
Sincerely,




Curricula, Teaching Aids, and Resource Guides
California CLASS Project. For middle grades. $29.00. Available from California De. of Education, Bureau of Publications, Sales Unit, P.O. Box 271, Sacramento, CA 95812-0271. Phone: (916) 445-1260; Fax: (916) 323-0823. 
Earthlife Series Indigenous Craft Baskets. Baskets of crafts for hands-on classroom learning. Crafters receive fair wages for their work. $325.00 retail, includes all materials. World of Education, P.O. Box 278, Lake Zurich, IL 60047. Phone: (847) 526-8338; Fax: (847) 526-0073; Website: www.worldofeducation.org. 

Eco-Club Actions. For grades 6-12. Contains information on current environmental problems, how and by whom they are being solved; members can write letters to help. Incorporates science, social studies, English and foreign languages. $15/yr for individuals, $25/yr for classroom. Global Response Newsletter, P.O. Box 7490, Boulder, CO 80306-7280. Phone: (303) 444-0306; Fax: (303) 449-9794; E-mail: globresponse@igc.apc.org. 

Environmental Education Resource Guide. A booklet listing a variety of educational materials, including curricula, newsletters, films and magazines. $12.00 (shipping included). Friends of the Earth, 1025 Vermont Ave., 3rd Floor, NW, Washington, D.C. 20005. Phone: (202) 783-7400; Fax: (202) 783-0444. 

Flumpa the Frog. For younger students. Stories about a rainforest frog and its peril in a vanishing habitat. Book, CD, and live entertainment format. Ion Imagination Entertainment, Inc. P.O. Box 210943, Nashville, TN 37221-0943. Phone: (800) 335-8672. 
Books 

Bellamy, David. 1991. How Green Are You? Clarkson Potter, NY. ISBN 0-517-58429 (cloth). Provides information and a list of activities to show kids and their families how to help save energy, protect wildlife, and avoid pollution. 

Berger, Melvin and Gilda. 1994. Life in the Rainforest. Ideals Children's Books, Nashville, TN. ISBN 1-57102-0070-1 (paper). For ages 5-9. Explores plants, animals, and people of the rainforest. 

Cherry, Lynne. 1990. The Great Kapok Tree. Harcourt Brace, San Diego, CA. ISBN 0-15-200520-X (cloth). For ages 6-10. Story of a man chopping down a kapok tree. He falls asleep and is visited by forest animals in his dream, who convince him not to cut down the tree. 

Collard, Sneed. 1994. Green Giants. North Wood Press, Minocqua, WI. ISBN 1-55971-222-8 (paper). A profile of tropical trees. 

Collins, Mark, Ed. 1990. The Last Rain Forests. Oxford University Press, NY. ISBN 0-19-520836-6. A World Conservation Atlas. Informational for teachers. 

Magazines and Newsletters 

Global Response. Young Environmentalist's Action Newsletter (for grades 3-8) and Eco-Club Action Newsletter (for high school students). Kids, families, clubs and classrooms learn how communities around the world are fighting to stop environmental destruction, and how we can help by writing letters. Individual membership: $20, classroom membership: $25. Email: action@globalresponse.org. URL: http://www.globalresponse.org 

Skipping Stones Magazine. Quarterly multicultural and multilingual children's magazine that highlights traditions and environmental issues from around the world. $25/yr for individuals, $35/yr for schools and libraries. Skipping Stones Magazine, P.O. Box 3939, Eugene, OR 97403-0939. Phone: (541) 342-4956; Email: skipping@efn.org. 

Maps and Posters 

Global Threats to the Environment Series: Endangered Oceans, Endangered Earth (3 different maps in the same series). 17 x 22 inch poster sizes. Maps show major areas of rainforest destruction, drought, and over-population. News Currents, P.O. Box 52, De. CCTX, Madison, WI 53792-8639. Phone: (800) 356-2303. 

Rainforests of the World Poster Set: Neotropical, Northwest Coast, African, Southeast Asian Rainforests. Poster and booklet. Celestial Arts, P.O. Box 7123, Berkeley, CA 94707. Phone: (800) 841-2665. 




Games!
1. Salmon Sally's Upstream Sprint! 
2. 
Remember the Rainforest
3. Rainforest games from “Game-a-Day”
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	I Speak for the Trees
7th graders at Cheney Middle School in West Fargo, North Dakota held a poster drawing contest with the theme "I Speak for the Trees" to help think about what protecting the rainforest can mean for them on a personal level. The students in this photo are holding 1st, 2nd and 3rd place winning posters. Great job!
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	The year's biggest production was a 4,000 square-foot virtual rainforest including live animals. The school closed for one week so that staff could create the interactive learning center. When children returned to school, they spent two weeks 'riding' down the Amazon, wrestling 'snakes', cleaning up a safari park, studying instruments in an African hut, dancing around a kapok tree and learning about recycling from Oscar the Grouch. Staff and children created artwork as they studied the many species that live in rainforests.
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Rainforest Pen Pals – We are excited to present a pen pal exchange between 7-12 year old Shipibo-Konibo kids from their school in the Peruvian rainforest and 6th graders from Lenny Eubank’s class at Smith School in Dayton, Ohio.

Right now, millions of kids around the world are attending school. Just like you, kids in Europe, Africa, China, India, the United States and the Amazon are learning to do math, sing, draw, read and write. And just like you, these kids are curious about what other kid’s lives are like in other parts of the world.

Over the next few weeks, we are excited to present a pen pal exchange between 7-12 year old Shipibo-Konibo kids from their school in the Peruvian rainforest and 6th graders from Lenny Eubank’s class at Smith School in Dayton, Ohio.



  Links – Connect to other websites to learn more about rainforests....
· Explore a virtual rainforest at night
· Journey to the island of Sumatra to explore the layers of life deep in the rainforest
· Have a blast with biodiversity
· Visit the virtual house and learn about our connections to biodiversity
· All kinds of changes occur in nature every day, find the body changers
· The eco-calendar includes important environmental dates, facts, quotes and more
Reference:

www.dartmouth.edu/~writing/materials/faculty/pedagogies/thinking.shtmlGocsik, K. (2004). Teaching critical thinking, 2004, from 
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